
Orientation Pack
Hornsby RSL / Performances 22nd – 25th November 2018



Production Team
Director – Adam Haynes
Assistant Director – Craig Pinkerton
Musical Director – Matt Hearne
Choreographer – Melissa Ayers
Production Manager – Chrissy Stimson

Orientation Date
July 15th / 10.30am – 11.30am Wilga St Scout Hall West 
Pennant Hills. We will be holding a 1 hour orientation session 
which will serve as an opportunity to meet the production 

team, learn more about the show and ask the team any 
questions you may have. Note that attendance , though helpful, 
is not compulsory. All the information you need to prepare for 
your audition can be found in this pack.

Audition Dates
28th – 29th July 2pm till 8pm (Location same as orientation)
There will be a 1 hour dance call that must be attended on the 
day of  your vocal and singing audition as well. 

Booking an audition is as simple as jumping online, once the 
link is provided, on our Facebook page / website on the 
orientation day.



About Sydney Youth Musical Theatre
Sydney Youth Musical Theatre is now in its 39th year of  
staging productions in the Sydney region  and it remains the 
only exclusively youth musical society in Australia. 

Each year, we stage two productions: one in July for our 14 - 25 
year-old members, and a November production for our 10 -18 

year-old members. Tarzan is our Junior show and our age 
restriction of  10 – 18 years old applies. We aim to develop and 
nurture a passion for the performing arts in young people by 
providing opportunities to become involved in a range of  areas, 
both on and off  stage.

Attendance
Attendance is compulsory for all rehearsals. Any dates that are 
given in the rehearsal schedule are mandatory for all cast 
members called on that day. SYMT takes rehearsal attendance 

very seriously and commitment to the process of  putting on a 
show must be understood and adhered to at all times by both 
our cast and their parents.

Failure to comply with our Strict attendance policy will 
jeopardise your place in the show.



Show Synopsis
Washed up on the shores of  West Africa, an infant boy is 
taken in and raised by gorillas who name him Tarzan. Apart 
from striving for acceptance from his ape father, Tarzan's life 
is mostly monkey business until a human expedition treks 
into his tribe's territory, and he encounters creatures like 

himself  for the first time. Tarzan struggles to navigate a 
jungle, thick with emotion, as he discovers his animal 
upbringing clashing with his human instincts. When he 
eventually encounters his first human – Jane Porter, a 
curious young explorer – both their worlds are transformed 
forever.

This Disney classic, adapted from the 1999 movie of  the 
same name, Brings the adventure of  Tarzan and Jane to the 
Musical theatre stage. With Music and Lyrics by Phil 

Collins and book by David Henry Hwang, this show 
captures the beautiful love story we all grew up with. 

Whether you are cast in our production or simply come 
along to watch, we can’t wait to see you in the Jungle!



The audition process
All auditionees will be required to attend an individual singing/acting 
audition, as well as a separate group dance audition. Rehearsal and 
performance availability will affect casting decisions.

Singing audition
Please prepare a Disney (or Disney feel) song from any Musical. We are 
looking for characters and cast members who can really tell a story. We 
want to see you being able to capture that Disney magic.  Please bring 
your sheet music in a clear plastic sleeve folder for our pianist. No backing 
tracks. No acapella. We need to see ability to be able to sing with piano 
backing. 

Dance audition
The dance audition is a mandatory group dance for all auditionees. Please 
wear appropriate clothing to move freely in. Jazz shoes, foot thongs, bare 
feet or socks preferred. No restrictive outfits (eg.denim) sneakers or 
thongs/sandals. The dance call will go for approximately 1 hour on your 
chosen audition day between 5-6pm. 

Acting audition
Please familiarize yourself  with the appropriate audition side. Accents are 
crucial and should be character background appropriate (American / 
British). You are able to have side in hand if  you wish. Not everyone will 
be asked to read due to time constraints.



Callback auditions
If  the production team wish to have call backs they will be held within 
the same week. Venue and time TBC, however we are hoping to cast 
immediately following the audition weekend.

How will I know if  I have been cast?
All successful auditionees will be contacted by phone. Those who are 
unsuccessful will be notified by email in a timely manner following 
auditions. It is SYMT’s policy to not give individual feedback on auditions 
to performers or their parents. 

Cast fees
Those who are successfully cast will be required to pay a cast fee to cover 
your annual membership to SYMT, insurance, a cast t-shirt, a disc / 
download of  professionally taken photos and other production costs (e.g. 
Hall hire, sound, lighting, sets, costumes). Fees will be due by Saturday, 
25thAugust 2018 (Week 4).

$210 for each cast member who have not done an SYMT show this year

Discounted cast fees apply to successful cast members who were part of  
the previous Senior Production or have a sibling in the show. 

Non-payment of  cast fees will jeopardise your place in the show.



Cast of  Characters
Tarzan
A vulnerable, fearless young man raised by apes. Terk's best friend who 
falls in love with Jane. Our story's protagonist. Athletic, energetic, 
fearless and shows a natural curiosity and inquisitive nature. Must be 
comfortable performing shirtless. 
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: Bb4
Vocal range bottom: B2

Terk
A sarcastic ape and Tarzan's best friend. Lots of  quick 1 liners. He has a 
smart comeback for everything and he would do anything for Tarzan. 
Like Tarzan, he is athletic, energetic, and exudes energy. Has a soulful 
pop RnB tone to his voice.
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: B4
Vocal range bottom: Eb3

Jane
An adventurous young English botanist. She falls in love with Tarzan 
during her African expedition with her father. She is gutsy, smart and 
doesn't like taking no for an answer. 
Vocal range top: F5
Vocal range bottom: F#3



Young Tarzan
An innocent young boy. Loses his parents and is raised by the apes. He is 
adopted by Kala and Kerchak. We could potentially also cast this role in 
ensemble parts too later in the show. Must be comfortable performing 
shirtless. 
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: E4
Vocal range bottom: C3

Young Terk
A sarcastic adolescent ape. Tarzan's best friend. Very cheeky and is 
thrilled to have a new best friend in the jungle. We could potentially also 
cast this role in ensemble parts too later in the show.
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: B4
Vocal range bottom: G3

Kala
A gentle mother ape. Kerchak's mate and Tarzan's protector. After losing 
her own child, she adopts Tarzan and loves him as if  he were her own son.
Gender: Female
Vocal range top: Eb5
Vocal range bottom: E3



Kerchak
The gruff  leader of  the Gorillas and Kala's mate. Disapproves of  Tarzan 
being a part of  the ape family. Tarzan is constantly searching for 
Kerchak’s approval. He puts up with Tarzan because of  his love for Kala. 
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: Gb4
Vocal range bottom: Ab2

Porter
A bumbling English professor of  biology who has inspired his daughter 
Jane’s love of  nature and science. He is kind hearted and getting on in 
years. He just wants the best for his daughter.
Gender: Male
Vocal range top: C4
Vocal range bottom: B2

Clayton
A brutish, greedy hunter and guide. Leads Jane and Porter's expedition. 
Wants to kill all the apes for sport and has lied to be a part of  the 
expedition.
Gender: Male

Snipes
Expedition crew and Claytons second in command. 
Gender Male.



Ensemble Parts
Tarzan has many ensemble roles and they will consist of  both dance and 
non-dance ensemble. We will use everyone’s strengths in as many scenes 
as we can. Below are just some of  the multiple roles that our ensemble 
will fill.

Leopard
The main animal villain. Tries to attack Tarzan and the Apes and has on 
stage fights with Tarzan. 

Expedition Crew
The crew that arrive in Africa with Jane, Porter and Clayton. All have 
British accents and report into Clayton. Secretly all there in the jungle as 
hunters. 

Jungle animals
Majority of  jungle animal cast will be the Apes. Part of  Tarzans tribe and 
live in Africa. There will be certain apes that will be allocated to climb on 
stage silks. Please tell us if  you have any silks / acrobatic experience that 
we can use in the show. 

Plants
Dance ensemble will also take form in Janes Opening Song as Jungle 
plants.



WEEK DATE EVENT TIME VENUE

WEEK 1 SAT 4TH AUG REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 2 SAT 11TH AUG REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 3 SAT 18th AUG REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 4 SAT 25TH AUG REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 5 SAT 1ST SEPT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 6 SAT 8TH SEPT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 7 SAT 15TH SEPT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 7 SUN 16th SEPT REHEARSAL 12PM -4PM TBC

WEEK 8 SAT 22ND SEPT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 9 SAT 29TH SEPT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 10 SAT 6TH OCT No Rehearsal No Rehearsal No Rehearsal

WEEK 11 SAT 13TH OCT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 12 SAT 20TH OCT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 13 SAT 27TH OCT REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 14 SAT 3RD NOV REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 14 SUN 4th NOV REHEARSAL 12PM -4PM TBC

WEEK 15 SAT 10TH NOV REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 16 SAT 17TH NOV REHEARSAL 1PM – 5PM SCOUT HALL

WEEK 17 SUN 18th NOV BUMP IN FROM 9AM HORNSBY RSL

Rehearsal Schedule



DATE EVENT TIME VENUE

SUN 18th NOV BUMP IN / SITZ PROBE From 9am HORNSBY RSL

MON 19TH NOV TECH REHEARSAL 5PM HORNSBY RSL

TUE 20TH NOV FULL DRESS RUN 5PM HORNSBY RSL

WED 21ST NOV FULL DRESS RUN 5PM HORNSBY RSL

THUR 22ND NOV OPENING NIGHT 
PERFORMANCE

5:30 CALL
7:30 SHOW

HORNSBY RSL

FRI 23RD NOV EVENING
PERFORMANCE

5:30 CALL
7:30 SHOW

HORNSBY RSL

SAT 24TH NOV MATINEE 
PERFORMANCE

EVENING
PERFORMANCE

11:30 CALL
1:30 SHOW

5:00 CALL
7:30 SHOW

HORNSBY RSL

SUN 25TH NOV MATINEE / CLOSING 
PERFORMANCE

11:30 CALL
1:30 SHOW

HORNSBY RSL

Show Week Schedule


